REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL ON SEPTEMBER 10,2001 AT 5:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL. MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Betty Wells, Betty Mack and Nancy Foster. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: Carrie Smith, Charles Kirkland, Jerry Durgan, Phyllis Overstreet, Paul Sandifer and Chief George Morris.

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Mrs. Mack gave the invocation.

Clerk Watson took the roll with everyone being present except Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Walker and Mr. Sandifer. Clerk Watson explained they had called to let him know they would not be able to attend.

Mrs. Foster made the motion to approve the agenda. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Paul Sandifer informed Council of the planned October 7th appreciation service and parade to honor all firefighters with 40 years of service within our six county area. He asked Council for support in the form of $200.00. Mrs. Foster made the motion to donate $200.00 for  the October 7th appreciation service. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that he is presently trying to contact Attorney General Charlie Condon to speak at the appreciation service. Mayor McCollum asked Clerk Watson to prepare the parade permit for the event  which will begin at Hwy. 301 North and travel down Hwy. 301 South to Bamberg Street then to Green Street where it will proceed to the Ness Complex. 

Mrs. Carrie Smith told Council that she was not being treated fairly by the Police Department when she was charged with interfering with a police officer. Mayor McCollum advised her this was an ongoing investigation and could not be discussed at this time. He asked her to wait until the case is setttled and then she could address Council concerning her complaint. 

Mrs. Smith told Council she was being followed by a police officer and said this had happened before. Mayor McCollum asked if she had ever been stopped or harassed. She told Council she had not been stopped or harassed.

Mrs. Smith also informed Council that she was having problems with various citizens but could not get help from Chief Morris.

Mayor McCollum asked her to go through Chief Morris with any problems in order to follow proper channels and that he would be glad to meet with her if necessary if she felt she had not been treated fairly.

Inspector Kirkland informed Council that ten repair permits, one addition permit and two demolition permits were issued last month. He reported that two new home permits were also issued last month.

Mrs. Wells made the motion to approve the minutes of the August 13, 2001 meeting as received. Mrs. Foster made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

During the Budget and Finance Report review, Mayor McCollum informed Council that he noticed that the salary and wage line item for the Fire Department was already at 22% of budget. He said he would talk to Chief Taylor about this. Clerk Watson informed Council that the City has not received tax collections for June and July from the County at this time and that August collections are now due. He explained that the County Treasurer was contacted and that he was told the monies should be here around Wednesday of this week. Clerk Watson explained that the auditors were requesting the June and July figures in order to complete the audit for this year.

Under Commission Reports.

Chief Morris informed Council that Theodore Salley began work today as our new Police Officer and would be attending the academy in October. Chief Morris informed Council that Officer John Lawson had graduated from the academy and is now on duty.

Mrs. Wells informed Council that the Sanitation Department is preparing for the TreasureFest Festival. She reported that the Chamber of Commerce will have Business After Hours at their booth during the festival on September 21st. She said they would be serving food and cold beverages. Mrs. Wells said the Chamber is now accepting nominations for Citizen and Member of the Year.

Mrs. Foster informed Council that business licenses were due on September 10th and that Chief Morris would begin enforcement procedures in the near future.

Council agreed to table the disussion to amend the section on Use of Town Vehicles in the Personnel Policy Manual until Council could study the situation in more detail.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that plans for the festival are on schedule. He reported that more vendors have signed up than anticipated. Mayor McCollum told Council that the festival will include 14 bar-b-que cooking teams, a lot of antique cars, rides and slides, and an antique car parade. He asked Phyllis Overstreet to please write an article of support for the festival in her paper. She agreed to do this.

Mrs. Mack informed Council that she had attended the SCANA Banquet and had a chance to meet a lot of politicans and representatives from our area. She said she thoroughly enjoyed the banquet and would be willing to represent the City whenever she was needed.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that the Parking Lot Project is moving along. He told them the poles have been set and that a preconstruction conference has been scheduled for Thursday. Mayor McCollum informed Council that J. L. Myers paving Company was awarded the construction contract of $39,000. He thanked the Board of Public Works for their devoted help with the project and said the project could not have been undertaken without their help.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that the SC Department of Archives and History wished to store our City records prior to 1950 in Columbia where they would be protected. He explained this would be at no cost to the City but that we would have to travel in order to gain access to the records. Clerk Watson explained that once Council agrees to this, the SC Department of Archives and History would have custody of the records and they would be considered their property.

Mrs. Foster was concerned that Bamberg County may develop a museum one day and that we would not be able to get the records back to display in the museum. She explained that once the records are gone then they are theirs.

Mrs. Mack voiced that we needed to be concerned with the present protection of these records and that they could be in jeopardy while we wait for the county museum.

Mrs. Foster made the motion to table the discussion until she could gather more information on the museum before the next meeting. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried. 

During the announcements, Mayor McCollum informed Council that Governor Hodges would be walking to Bamberg on September 19th to promote the First Steps Program. He said the Police Department and Sanitation Department would be involved in preparing for his visit.

During questions from the press and audience, Mrs. Murdock informed Council that Inspector Kirkland had denied her request to locate a single wide trailer in Bamberg but that she was seeing single wide trailers throughout the City. Clerk Watson explained that the new Zoning Ordinance only allows single wide trailers to be located in trailer parks and that any single wide trailer outside the trailer parks were there under  hardship cases and are considered nonconforming uses at this time.

With no further business, Mrs. Mack made the motion to adjourn. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:07 p.m.
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