REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL ON AUGUST 13,2001 AT 5:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL. MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Buddy Sandifer, Frances Johnson, David Walker, Betty Wells, Betty Mack and Nancy Foster. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: Bo Griffin, Ernestine Steedley, Carol Ann Bunch, Minnie Miller, Cindy Nichols, Phyllis Overstreet, Juan Nevarez, James Smoak, Stephanie Ransom, Eric Bamberg, Ira James, Chief Geroge Morris, Charles Kirkland, and Mary McCully.

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Mrs. 

Wells gave the invocation.

Clerk Watson took the roll with everyone being present.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the agenda to include an amendment  item 8 under New Business to discuss a disposal charge at Three Rivers Landfill. Mr. Walker made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Carol Ann Bunch explained to Council about the Bamberg County Library renovation and expansion and asked Council’s support to help fund the $172,000.00 that remains. She asked them to please consider supporting the library in their next year’s budget process. She informed Council that $450,000.00 had been received and that PALS has raised approximately $17,000.00. She told Council the library serves as an economic development tool for the City.

Mrs. Ernestine Steedley thanked Council for listening to their request. She thanked Mayor McCollum for his support before the Ways and Means Committee and she thanked Councilman Sandifer for serving on the PALS Committee.

Mayor McCollum told Mrs. Steedley and Mrs. Bunch that the City appreciated them and that the County Library and  the City did have an interest in having the library located in the City of Bamberg.

Mrs. Foster said she wanted to see Council support the library.

Council agreed to consider the request during the planning of next year’s budget.

Building Inspector Kirkland informed Council that the owner of the old Shell building has been notified to repair the building even though it is under foreclosure. He said the owner has not replied yet and that he would be turning the file over to Chief Morris for compliance action.

Inspector Kirkland asked Council if they wanted copies of all the building permits that are issued each month. Council agreed that a verbal report was only necessary.

Mr. Foster made the motion to approve the minutes of the July 9,2001 meeting as received. Mrs. Mack made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mrs. Wells made the motion to approve the minutes of the July 31, 2001 meeting as received. Mr. Walker made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Under Commission Reports. 

Mr. Sandifer reported that the BCEDC had met today at 9:00 a.m. to discuss several things in the making. He informed Council that a new store may be locating within the area of Bridge Street and Railroad Avenue. Mr. Sandifer told Council that Mac Lumber has been sold and would be moving to the upstate. He said the property where they are located needed to be cleaned up. 

Mrs. Johnson reported to Council that the Police Commission had met last week with the police officers to determine what they needed. She said the Commission would be meeting quarterly to work on the department ‘s needs. Mrs. Johnson informed Council that the City has a fine group of officers. She told Council that the Police Commission was recommending that the officers be given a raise according to their promotions given a year ago, that safety equipment be purchased, that cars be passed down according to the officer’s rank, that the cars be given back to the officers to drive home with certain stipulations, and that four reserve officers be used within the department.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the Police Commission’s recommendations. Mrs. Mack made the second.

During the discussion, Mr. Walker and Mrs. Mack voiced support for the recommendations.

Mr. Sandifer said he agreed with the recommendations but said Council must live within their present budget.

After much debate, Council could not find any expenses to cut within the department, could not agree on the use of reserve officers, could not agree on a salary scale or on the amount of raises for the officers.

The first motion was withdrawn with Mrs. Johnson making another motion to go ahead and purchase pagers and rechargeable flashlights, to pass the cars down according to rank and to let the officers drive their cars home with certain stipulations.

During  the discussion of her motion, Council could not agree on the stipulations and on the purchasing of the equipment. Chief Morris didn’t like the equipment items which he considered non necessary since they would be bought with his budget monies. He asked Council to find the money somewhere else if the officers felt they needed the equipment. 

Mr. Sandifer said he would abstain from voting since everything was so confused.

Mrs. Johnson withdrew her motion and then made the motion to allow the officers to drive their cars home immediately. Mrs. Foster made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mr. Walker informed Council that the Fire Department had a wonderful retiree supper. He told Council that the department is presently making 911 signs for the public and has future plans to purchase a tanker pumper. He also reported that the Fire Department had purchased nozzles at reduced prices in order to save the City money.

Fire Chief Timmie Taylor informed the Council that the County 911 Ordinance required all homes to have signs with four inch numbers and that all businesses must have signs with six inch numbers.

Mrs. Wells reported that the Sanitation Department has been busy with routine work. She thanked Faith Pringle for cleaning up the Foster Park. Mrs. Sandifer asked Mayor McCollum to please write a personal letter thanking Mrs. Pringle for the work she did at the Foster Park as a volunteer. Mrs. Wells reported that the Chamber of Commerce and USC Salkehatchie would be holding a drop-in on August 23rd at 6:30 p.m. at the Edisto Electric Coop. She told Council that the Chamber plans to participate in the festival.

Mrs. Mack informed Council that tort, property and auto insurance premiums for the Board of Public Works and the City would be decreasing by $19,000.00 this year.

Mrs. Foster informed Council that business license fees are coming in now and that compliance would begin September 15th. She told Council that all the property which the City owns should be kept manicured.

Under Old Business.

Mr. Sandifer informed Council that the committee to make recommendations concerning The Little Café met and is recommending that the City adopt an open container ordinance prohibiting open containers on the outside of any business within the City. Mr. Sandifer then made the motion that an ordinance be drawn up prohibiting open containers on the outside of any business within the City. Mrs. Wells made the second.

Mrs. Mack, who served on the committee, voiced that the committee did not agree on that recommendation and motion.

Mr Sandifer assured her the committee did agree on this.

All of Council approved the motion. The motion carried.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the City of Bamberg Community Development Housing Rehabilitation Program Procedures and Guidelines Manual for the Rehabilitaiton Grant. Mrs. Mack made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Under New Business.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that Cricketbrook Drive has potholes forming in it and that the paved street was never brought into the state road system. He asked for Council’s feelings on how to proceed with the problem.

A Citizen complained of the potholes, of the kudzu and of the unkept lots along Cricketbrook Drive. Mayor McCollum asked Chief Morris to handle the problem of overgrown lots and unkept properties.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to have Mayor McCollum contact Gene Cooner of the SCDOT to have Cricketbrook Drive brought into the state system. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Another Citizen complained that Croft Street had never been paved and was not being maintained. Mayor McCollum told her she needed to contact the County who maintains the dirt streets within the City.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve a Tax Credit Factor of .001792 for the 2001 tax year. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mrs. Foster made the motion to apply for a Local Law Enforcement Block Grant of $11,012.00 in which the City would receive $5,506.00 and be expected to match $612.00. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the City of Bamberg Safety Manual as recommended by the Safety Committee. Mrs. Johnson made the necessary second. All approved. The  motion carried.

After Mayor McCollum explained that the Board of Public Works wished to use the H. D. Steedly Building and make renovations to it with the possibility of a section of the building being used as a police satellite station, Mr. Sandifer made the motion to allow the Board of Public Works to use the building. Mrs. Foster made the second. All agreed. The motion carried. 

Mayor McCollum reported to Council that the wall of the barber shop would be braced and that bid openings for the Downtown Parking Lot Project would be opened next week.

During the discussion of the July 4th Celebration for next year, Mayor McCollum passed the gavel to Mayor Protem and made the motion to contract with the Catalinas for $4,000.00 and Sid Gatis to provide lights and sound for $2,000.00 for the July 4th Celebration.

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to approve paying $4,831.79 to Three Rivers Landfill for the hauling and receiving of the debris from the Downtown Parking Lot Project. Mrs. Foster made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

During the announcements, Mrs. Foster urged Council to attend the Vision Session which the hospital would be having on August 16th at 5:30 p.m. at the Little Theater.

With no further business, Mrs. Foster made the motion to adjourn. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
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