REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL ON JULY 9,2001 AT 5:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL. MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Buddy Sandifer, Frances Johnson, David Walker, Betty Wells, Betty Mack, and Nancy Foster. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: Chief George Morris, Phyllis Overstreet, Julius Moody, Byron Gibson, Gerald Brown, Douglas Jones, Al Herbert, Susie Zorn, Naomi Ridge, Mike Ridge and many other visitors.

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Mrs. Johnson gave the invocation. Clerk Watson took the roll with everyone being present.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the agenda as amended to include item 2  an executive session to discuss a personnel matter under section X. Mrs. Mack made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Mayor McCollum began the Public Hearing to determine if the business license of Mr. Julius Moody for The Little Café should be revoked due to becoming a nuissance.

Chief Morris informed Council that he had no personal grudges against Mr. Moody or his family but that his request to revoke his business license was against his club. Chief Morris told Council that all the incident reports that Council had received were for incidents on club property. He explained that Mr. Moody’s club is turning away businesses and shoppers  within the downtown area due to the crime associated with the club such as robberies, disorderly conduct charges and even two murders that have occurred within the area. Chief Morris said his complaint is not against the liquor store. Chief Morris went on to explain that drug buys are being made outside the club and people are also being charged with open containers outside the club. He said the smell from people urinating outside the club is terrible which has become a health hazard. Chief Morris went on to list the various problems Mr. Moody’s club is causing in the area. Chief Morris said people continuously hang out around the club socializing and asking shoppers for money.

Chief Morris told Council that the downtown area will never be improved unless the area around Mr. Moody’s club is improved. He felt that policing the area would never solve these problems. Chief Morris said that all the taxes and business license revenues generated from Mr. Moody’s club would never pay for the police calls and cost of picking up the trash in the area. Chief Morris voiced that the club encourages drug use, alcoholism, loan sharking and wine os to hang out in the area. Chief Morris explained that the License Ordinance specifically says when a business becomes a nuisance a license can be revoked. He said he was asking Council for the sake of the citizens of Bamberg. He reminded Council that they said they wanted to improve the downtown area. 

Mrs. Johnson asked Chief Morris how many incidents had occurred in the club within the last ten years. 

Chief Morris said many incidents had occurred.

Mrs. Johnson asked Chief Morris to explain the term undersirable people that he used.

Chief Morris said undersirable people were alcoholics, drug addicts and people who are constantly being arrested. Chief Morris said he was not after a certain person.

Mrs. Johnson referred to Chief Morris’s letter to Council stating that he said most people around the club were no gooders and alcoholics. She said he would not know this unless he lived there.

Chief Morris voiced that he and his officers live there because they answer all the calls from the area.

Mr. Sandifer asked Chief Morris if The Little Café was his best customer.

Chief Morris explained that since the West End Grill had burned that the Little Café has become his best customer.

Mrs. Mack asked Chief Morris to explain his statement that all types of beer and wine were being sold to children and adults outside the club.

Chief Morris explained that beer and wine sold inside the store was being brought outside and given to children.

Mr. Walker asked how many children under age were hanging around the club.

Chief Morris said he really didn’t know but that there were some.

Mrs. Johnson referring to the Chief’s comments that shoppers can’t walk in the area said she has had no problem from people in the area when she goes uptown.

Chief Morris said the people in the area approach shoppers all the time asking for money.

Mrs.Wells asked if people are allowed to drink outside the club.

Chief Morris explained that State Law allows drinking only on the club’s property.

Mrs. Johnson voiced that all businesses that sell beer and wine downtown should be closed.

Attorney Byron Gibson, speaking on behalf of Mr. Moody, told Council he has listened to Chief Morris’s complaints but felt he has said nothing about what is going on. He explained that these things have been going on for eleven years but that at no time was Mr. Moody given a citation or warning to correct the problem or to make changes within his club. Attorney Gibson voiced that this was absolutely unfair to threaten to have your license revoked without knowing what the compalints are. Attorney Gibson felt Mr. Moody should have been instructed to put up no loitering signs, to post times of operation of the club or even been told to hire security guards before he was threatened to have his business license revoked.

Attorney Gibson voiced that Mrs. Johnson was not trying to uphold  law and order but was trying to uphold justice. He felt Mr. Moody should have been warned and given time to correct the problems. Attorney Gibson voiced that Raiders Alley also needed to be closed.

Mr. Sandifer said he had been on Council since 1983 and that the same problems with this area have been brought before Council time and time again. He said if this club was behind his place of business then he would be complaining also.

Chief Morris said he receives complaints every week pertaining to the club and tha area around the club.

Attorney Gibson asked how many complaints had he received on Raiders Alley.

Chief Morris said he had only received two complaints on Raiders Alley since it opened.

Attorney Gibson said Mr. Moody should be given time to address these problems and then his license could be revoked if the problems have not been addressed.

Mrs. Johnson said Raiders Alley lies in her district and that she has received several complaints from her constituents.

Mr. Sandifer said Council needed to put stipulations on Mr. Moody’s place of business in order for him to keep his business open.

Mr. Walker felt the problem in the area could be solved. He explained that he had a lot of complaints but that no one ever stopped him to ask for money when he was in the area.

Tommy Tant told Council that he has complaints all the time form his customers who shop at B.C. Moores about the drinking, cursing and urinating. He said something needed to be done.

Mike Ridge who owns the Antique Shop said he has had customers who said that they would never return due to the problems in the area behind his store. He said he has seen people urinating and using bad language around small children. He said it was evident that this had been made a black and white issue but that Council should really think about what they are doing. Mr. Ridge said the Downtown Development Association was told by Mr. Ben Boozer of the SC Downtown Development Association when he conducted a study of the downtown area that the club must go. Mr. Ridge said when businesses are suffering you must do something.

Mrs. Mack said she agreed with Attorney Gibson that if you are doing something wrong you should be told about it and be given the opportunity to correct the problem.

Mr. Sandifer voiced that Council was now back to square one and he said a fence should be erected around the club so activities would not be noticed.

Mrs. Foster asked if Mr. Moody’s intented addition to his building would help keep his customers in the building.

Mr. Moody said it would.

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to have a committee consisting of a member from the License Commission, the Police Department to include Mr. Moody be formed to come up with stipulations that must be complied with within 90 days by Mr. Moody or his license would be revoked. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mr. Walker voiced that every town has these problems and that we must come together to solve our problems.

Mayor McCollum appointed Mr. Sandifer, Mrs. Mack, Tammy Jones, Chief Morris and Mike Ridge to this committee. He asked Mr. Sandifer to serve as chairman of the committee.

Mrs. Wells made the motion to approve the minutes of the June 11,2001 meeting. Ms. Mack made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the minutes of the June 14,2001 meeting. Mrs. Mack made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mrs. Foster made the motin to approve the minutes of the June 19,2001 meeting . Mr. Walker made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the minutes of the June 28,2001 meeting which was held at 5:00 p.m. Mrs. Mack made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mrs. Foster made the motion to approve the minutes of the June 28,2001 meeting that was held at 5:15 p.m.. Mrs. Mack made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the Budget and Finance Reports as presented. Mrs. Wells made the second.

Clerk Watson explained that although some departments had exceeded their expense budgets for the year overall the departments only exceeded overall budgeted expenses by $645.49 for the year. He said revenues exceeded the budgeted revenues by $48,528.64 for the year. Clerk Watson explained that overall this meant that revenues exceeded expenses by $47,883.15.

Mr. Sandifer thanked the members of the Budget Committee and told Council that if we are conservative with the budget this year then any money saved should go towards the salaries of the employees.

All approved of the motion. The motion carried.

Under Commission Reports:

Mr. Sandifer informed Council that the Baseball Program this year was the best ever. He told them that two tournaments have been held and urged Council to begin making plans for the next July 4th Celebration. Mr. Sandifer informed Council that the plaque honoring the late Councilperson Vernessa Williams would be installed next week. Mr. Sandifer thanked Tobul Accumulators and Phoenix Specialties for the outstanding fireworks display.

Mrs. Johnson informed Council that an officer is attending the academy. She praised the officers for their hard work during the July 4th Celebration. She told Council that she has talked to the offficers and that they had no complaints. She said they all plan on going no where.

Mrs. Wells reported that the Sanitation Department has had a busy summer. She thanked everyone involved with the July 4th Celebration. She reported that the Chamber of Commerce had elected new officers for the new year and that Ronnie Maxwell had been elected as the new president.

Mrs. Foster reported that Business Licenses are due by August 1st and that notices will be mailed within the next few days.

Under Old Business:

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance 01-03. Mr. Walker made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Under New Business:

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to approve Resolution 2001-6 to open a City of Bamberg Festival Bank Account at Wachovia Bank . Mr. Walker made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mr.Walker made the motion to go into executive session to discuss a personnel matter. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mrs. Wells made the motion to come out of the executive session. Mr. Walker made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mayor McCollum announced that no actions had been taken during the executive session.

Mrs. Mack informed Council that Job Corps graduation exercises would be held on July 27th at 11:00 a.m. 

Chief Morris informed Council that the police Department has received one patrol car camera and two breathalizer units from the Highway Safety Grant. He told Council that he is applying for another $11,000.00 grant with the help of Will Martin.

Chief Morris informed Council that July 31st will be Officer Sammie Bamberg’s last day with the department due to his retirement.

Chief Morris informed Council that the grass cutting has slowed down due to the bush hog being in the shop. He recommended that the City buy a second bush hog so they would have one as a spare.

Council agreed to come up with some type of recognition for Officer Bamberg since he really didn’t want any special recognition.

Chief Morris informed Council that for the first time ever he was unable to get his off duty officers to come in to work the murder investigation this weekend. He explained that this problem needed to be addressed and said he believed it had something to do with the cars being parked.

Chief Morris announced that he had just learned that Chris Washington had been arrested for the murder of Mrs. Sarah Carter Brown.

With no further business, Mrs. Johnson made the motion to adjourn. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

ATTEST:

__________________________            ___________________________ 

Clerk                                                       Mayor

