SPECIAL MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL ON THURSDAY, JUNE 14,2001 AT 8:00 A.M. AT CITY HALL. MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Buddy Sandifer, Frances Johnson, David Walker, Betty Wells and Nancy Foster. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: George and Lillian Folk and Jerry Durgan.

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Mr. Sandifer gave the invocation.

Clerk Watson took the roll with everyone being present except Mrs. Betty Mack who he said would not be able to attend due to her work schedule.

Mayor McCollum presented Council with a letter from Nora Sanders of the Lower Savannah Council of Governments who is recommending that the City pay Engineer Leon Compbell $10,200.00 for his preliminary work that he performed in order to satisfy the Commerce Department. She explained in the letter that this money is included in the grant and will be reimbursed to the City from the grant. Clerk Watson explained that the grant monies were not available yet but would be available once the Commerce Department  approves the final budget for the grant.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to pay Engineer Leon Campbell $10,200.00 which will be reimbursed from the grant. Mr. Walker made the second. Everyone approved. The motion carried.

Mayor McCollum informed the Council that the City agreed to pay the abatement cost in the grant but that now the City may be looking at the landfill cost to dispose of the debris which contains nonfriable asbestos and lead base paint. He explained that Nora Sanders is in contact with the Three Rivers Site to see if they will waive any fees for disposal. Mayor McCollum told Council that he would be contacting the County to see if they could possibly waive any landfill cost for the materials that will not be required to be shipped to the Three Rivers Site. He said he was waiting for Leon Campbell to provide him with estimates of the tonnage that will come from the three buildings.

Mayor McCollum told Council he was doing everything possible to keep Council informed of  the project cost.

Mr. Sandifer asked if anything could be salvaged from the buildings. Clerk Watson explained that everything has been declared either friable asbestos or nonfriable asbestos containing materials or either lead base paint contaminated materials which require them to be disposed of correctly. Clerk Watson told Council they could be looking at a $3,000.00 to $10,000.00 bill just for disposal.

Mr. Sandifer voiced it was a shame that government regulations have bogged the project down to this extent.

Mayor McCollum told Council Attorney Hiersiers is presently trying to purchase the building and is presently trying to purchase the buildings which will let the project move forward quickly. He explained that since the Brooker Building  was donated to the City that we may be able to begin with this building sooner.

Mayor McCollum assured Council that everything possible has been done to move the project forward.

During the Announcements.

Mrs. Johnson informed Council that graduation ceremonies for those who attended the Leadership Conference  was held in Allendale yesterday. She gladly informed Council that she had graduated and she urged everyone to take advantage of  the USC Salkehatchie Program.

Mrs. Foster asked if a plan has been drawn of the propose parking lot. Mayor McCollum explained that Engineer Leon Campbell should have the plans completed soon.

During the questions from the press and audience, Jerry Durgan asked when the project would begin. Mayor McCollum explained he felt that once the buildings were purchased which should occur by June 25th the project should move forward.

With no further business, Mr. Sandifer made the motion to adjourn. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 a.m.
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