REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL ON MONDAY, JUNE 11,2001 AT CITY HALL AT 5:30 P.M. MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Buddy Sandifer, David Walker, Betty Wells, Betty Mack and Nancy Foster. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: Phyllis Overstreet and Jerry Durgan.

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Mrs. Foster gave the invocation.

Clerk Watson took the roll with everyone being present except Mrs. Johnson who called to say she wasn’t feeling well.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the agenda. Mrs. Foster made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Building Inspector Charles Kirkland reported to Council that homes are being constructed at an all time record high as compared to this time last year. Inspector Kirkland informed Council that he was sorry he missed the last Council meeting due to his coaching responsibilities. He informed Council that he had an aunderstanding with the Mayor that when ball games conflicted with Council meeting that the children would come first. He said he meant no disrespect towards Council at all.

Mayor McCollum voiced that he never recalled making such a statement to Mr. Kirkland that children must come first.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the minutes of the May 14,2001 meeting as received. Mrs. Wells made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Mrs. Wells made the motion to approve the minutes of the June 4, 2001 meeting as received. Mr. Walker made the necessary second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the Budget and Finance Reports as received. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Clerk Watson explained that all departments should be at 91% of their budgets at this time period. He said some line items are presently exceeding this percentage and some have exceeded 100% which must be approved by Council as amendments to the budget next month.

Clerk Watson explained to Mrs. Wells that the sign menu expense line item is in the negative field since monies are now collected for the use of  the sign by advertizers which really is a revenue source although it is listed under expenses.

Under Commission Reports.

Mr. Sandifer informed Council that the Bamberg City Economic Development Commission met today and that everything was going well. Mr. Sandifer did say that sometimes the BCEDC takes one step forward only to fall back three steps  with some issues that come up.

Mr. Sandifer reported that the summer baseball program is running beautifully and that a tree will need to be taken down at the playground area at the Ness Sports Complex. Mr. Sandifer informed Council that the plaque to honor the late Councilperson Vernessa Williams has been ordered.

Mr. Walker reported that the Fire Department has purchased four used airpacks for $125.00 each which will save the department a lot of money. He informed Council that fuel cost for the department has risen due to the number of calls the department has been responding to.

Mrs. Wells reported that the Sanitation Department has been very busy and that two more summer workers were hired today. Mrs. Wells informed Council that Business After Hours was held at Vorhees College in which 60 people attended.

Mr.Walker informed Council that a large depression has been left on Calhoun Street when wastewater lines were installed. Mayor McCollum asked Clerk Watson to notify Manager Ellis of the Board of Public Works about the problem.

Mr. Walker also mentioned that a retired judge has complained that Bridge Street needed to be repaved. Mr. Walker asked that Council contact Gene Cooner of the SCDOT and ask that Bridge Street be repaved.

Mr. Sandifer asked Mr. Wells about the status of the Chamber of Commerce relocating their building. Mrs. Foster voiced that the Chamber needed to be located in the county seat. Mrs. Wells told Council that Ronnie Maxwell is working on the relocation project.

Mrs. Foster asked Mrs. Wells if Southland Sanitation was suppose to clean up around the dumpsters. Mr. Sandifer voiced that if they couldn’t clean up around them the City should get a new contractor. Clerk Watson explained that some individuals will pile debris and trash around the dumpster before they will request an extra dumpster and have to forego another $59.00 a month charge. Mr. Walker felt a lot of the problems stem from out of town individuals bringing their garbage into town utilizing the City’s dumpsters.

Mrs. Foster asked Mrs. Wells if the Sanitation Department swept both sides of Main Street. Mrs. Wells said they are required to sweep both sides.

Mrs. Mack informed Council that health insurance premiums for City employees will increase by 8% this year which was good considering that national average costs have increased by 12 to 14%. She told Council that there will be no increase in tort, property and auto insurance premiums this year.

Mrs. Foster reported that City business licenses are due August 1st and that all license holders will be notified in July.

Under Old Business.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 01-03 prohibiting the placing of printed material on public property and private property. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Under New Business.

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 01-04 to raise revenues and adopt a budget for year 2001-2002 to be set at $1,430,043.00 to include 99.75 mills. Mr. Walker made the second. All approved. The motion carried .

After much discussion to pay $7,900.00 to have a company provide rides during the Antique Festival, Council agreed that $10,000.00 would be included in the new budget and that Mayor McCollum should be allowed to use his own discretion in contracting with the ride provider.

During the discussion of the July 4th  Patriotic Celebration, Mr. Walker made the motion to approve $8,000.00 for the event this year to come from community promotions. Mrs. Wells made the second. All agreed . The motion carried.

Mr. Sandifer said he felt the Board of Public Works should be asked to help with the funding of the July 4th event again this year.

Mrs. Mack asked if the fireworks this year would be able to be seen all over town this time. She said residents in her neighborhood  complained that they could not see the fireworks from their homes last year. Mayor McCollum explained that Tobul Accumulators provided the fireworks at no charge and that it was up to them to decide on the type of fireworks to be used.

During the announcements, Mrs. Foster told Council she was glad to see the fountain up and running. She asked if there were any updates on the widening of  Highway 301. Mayor McCollum informed her there were no updates at this time.

Mrs. Foster asked for a report on the development of the railroad birm. Mayor McCollum reported that the Board of Public Works was putting in irrigation and plans on planting trees at no cost to the City. He reported that Crepe Myrtle and Bradford Pear trees will be planted.ighway 301. Mayor McxCooolum in 

.

Mr. Walker asked if the churches would be allowed to plant shrubbery on the railroad birm as part of the beautification project. Mayor McCollum responded that the Board of Public Works will have control  of the project and that very few flowers will be utilized due to their high maintenance.

Mr. Walker asked if there were any problems with the walking trail deteriorating. Mayor McCollum said he new of no problems at this time.

During questions from the press and audience, Phyllis Overstreet asked when the public hearing for the budget would be held. Clerk Watson informed her that two public hearings will be held on June 28th one to discuss the increase in the millage rate and the other to discuss the budget.

Mrs. Overstreet inquired about the United Way plaque that was to be placed at the Foster Park. Mayor McCollum responded that no one has heard anything from Mrs. Sojourner pertaining to this.

Mr. Sandifer voiced that Council needed something in writing prohibiting the placement of billboards and political signs on the railroad bed property. He felt that church signs should be allowed.

Jerry Durgan asked if the West End Grill property would be cleaned up before the festival. Clerk Watson explained that a case file has been started by Inspector Kirkland and the process should be completed by then.

Mr. Walker mentioned that the Glover Property needed addressing and also the property next to Dot and Floyd’s Restaurant. Clerk Watson explained that a case file has been started on the property next to Dot and Floyd’s Restaurant.

After much discussion of the problems downtown, Clerk Watson advised Council that they would need to come to a concensus as to how the building windows and store fronts should be required to be boarded and how the roofs should be handled. Council agreed to discuss this at the next meeting in order to come up with some criteria for the Building Inspector to go by. 

With no further business, Mr. Walker made the motion to adjourn. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m.

ATTEST:
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