REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2001 AT 5:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL. MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Buddy Sandifer, Frances Johnson, Betty Wells, Betty Mack, and Nancy Foster. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: Cindy Nichols, Phyllis Overstreet, and Chief George Morris.

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Mr. Sandifer gave the invocation.

Clerk Watson took the roll with everyone being present except Mr. David Walker. Clerk Watson informed Council he had called to say he was not feeling well.

Mrs. Wells made the motion to approve the agenda as received. Mrs. Mack made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to approve the minutes of the November 5, 2001, November 12, 2001, November 19, 2001, and December 3, 2001 meetings as received. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the Budget and Finance Reports as received. Mrs. Wells made the necesssary second.

Clerk Watson informed Council that August and September tax collections had been received from the County Treasurer and that monies for the first two quarters of the fire contract had also been received.

All voted to approve the motion. The motion carried.

Under Commisssion Reports.

Mr. Sandifer informed Council that the recreational programs are dormant at this time and he asked if we had heard from the cable company concerning the franchise contract.

Clerk Watson explained to Council that after reviewing the cable tv franchise  he found that the cable franchise contract was done in 1995 for five years at which time it would automatically renew for another seven years instead of the two years as first thought.

Mrs. Foster voiced that she felt the City needed more money from the franchise and that the company should be required to have an office in Bamberg.

Clerk Watson explained that any issues of concern by Council would need to be addressed in the next contract agreement.

Mr. Sandifer informed Council that Tri-County Alliance signed an agreement with a developer to build a mini complex to house a grocery store along with several other stores on the Hiers’ Property. He explained that the grocery store would be double the size of the present Piggly Wiggly store. Mr. Sandifer said a few more things had to be signed and that they expected ground breaking to begin within 90 days.

Chief Morris reported that the department had received two video cameras from the state. He informed Council that he had attended training at the MASC on policies and procedures and told Council that the department’s policy manual was available for their review.

Chief Morris reported that he had attended a meeting in Greenville on Community Policing and that he would be presenting to them a committee to implement this concept at the next meeting.

Chief Morris informed Council that crime was on the move in town and that the vacant officer’s slot would be filled in January.

Mr. Sandifer, reporting for Mr. Walker, informed Council that the Fire Commission was still interviewing for a new engineer and that everything was going well at this point.

Mrs. Wells reported that the Sanitation Department had torn down the building behind the H. D. Steedley Building and had cleaned brick to be used on the wall for the parking lot. She informed Council that the Chamber of Commerce Awards Banquet was held on November 27th at Vorhees College in which Bubba Davis was named Citizen of the Year. She reported that Jim Miles, Secretary of State, was the guest speaker at the event.

Mrs. Wells thanked everyone who helped with the Candle Lighting Service on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce and welcomed the new business called Sun Shades to the county.

During old business, Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance 01-06 to deed land owned by the City to Tri-County Economic Development Alliance. Mrs. Mack made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

During the discussion of the Beautification Committee’s recommendation, Mr. Sandifer informed Council that to place columns over the poles at the parking lot would cost $420.00 each and that Manager Ellis was recommending the poles be removed since they were no longer neeeded for safety purposes. He informed Council that a local business owner had questioned why the City had not painted or made repairs to the Barber Shop building.

Mr. Sandifer informed Council that the Beautification Committee was recommending to perform $600.00 worth of lattice work on the wall and to also spend money to paint the Barber Shop.

Mrs. Foster told Council she had talked to Al Herbert about the windows in his building and that they would be addressed.

The Beautification Committee agreed to meet again to discuss the poles at the parking lot.

Mr. Sandifer informed Council that a plaque in honor of  the late Mrs. Mildred Brooker has been ordered to be placed at the new parking lot as promised the Brooker Family for the donation of their building for the project.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that he had heard someone wanted to purchase the Barber Shop Building and renovate it.

Under New Business.

Mrs. Foster made the motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 01-05 to amend Section 6-1-13 of the City Ordinances. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Clerk Watson explained to Council that individuals with junk yards would each have to be handled in different ways according to when our ordinancing on zoning and junked vehicles was put into place.

Mrs. Foster felt everyone who was not in compliance should be given a time period in which to comply or then have the ordinancing enforced upon them.

During the discussion of a time limit for parking in the New Main Street Parking Lot, Mrs. Foster made the motion to limit the parkintg time at the new parking lot to 2 hours. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Clerk Watson would have the necessary ordinancing drafted to accomplish this.

Mayor McCollum presented each member of Council with a kindergarten book which was sponsored by the Bamberg Police and Fire Departments and given to each kindergarten student. He felt the pulications were very worthwhile.

Mrs. Johnson thanked the Police and Fire Departments for the great publications.

With no further business, Mr. Sandifer made the motion to adjourn. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

ATTEST:

____________________________              __________________________ 

Clerk                                                              Mayor of Bamberg

