REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL ON OCTOBER 8, 2001 AT 5:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL. MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Buddy Sandifer, Frances Johnson, David Walker, Betty Wells, Betty Mack, and Nancy Foster. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: Phyllis Overstreet, Cindy Nichols, Michael Firmin, Shiron Thomas, Inspector Charles Kirkland, Fire Chief Timmie Taylor, and Chief George Morris. 

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Mrs. Foster gave the invocation.

Clerk Watson took the roll with everyone being present.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the agenda to include deleting item 4 and to add an executive session to discuss personnel. Mrs. Mack made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Council heard from Michael Firmin, Executive Director of Golden Harvest, and Shiron Thomas, a Golden Harvest Representative, who explained the Golden Harvest Food Bank concept. They informed Council that 25 counties in our area now have Golden Harvest Food Banks and showed Council a video promoting their banks. Mr. Firmin and Mrs. Thomas asked for Council’s support and consideration in helping start a Golden Harvest Food Bank in Bamberg County. After many questions, Mrs. Johnson made the motion to endorse the concept of a Golden Harvest Food Bank for Bamberg County. Mr. Walker made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Building Inspector Kirkland informed Council that one new home permit, four renovation or addition permits, and one demolition permit had been issued last month. He reported that a dilapidated house was written up last month.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes of the September 10, 2001 meeting as received. Mrs. Mack made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mrs. Well made the motion to approve the Budget and Finance Report as presented. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mayor McCollum mentioned that the Fire Department is a little ahead of their expenditures as budgeted for the time period and asked Chief Taylor to look into this. Clerk Watson informed Council once again that no vehicle or property tax revenues were received again this month. He did say tax revenues for June and July finally came in last week from the County Treasurer. Clerk Watson said tax revenues for August and September are now due. He explained that he had written, Mayor McCollum had written and the auditors had written  the County Treasurer trying to get the tax revenues sent out in time. Council was concerned with the continued delays.

Under Commission Reports.

Mr. Sandifer reported that there was a problem with the electric doors at the Fire Department which would be addressed.

Mr. Sandifer told Council that he noticed the Cable TV Franchise was changing hands once again. He explained that they always change owners, that they are always increasing their rates but that the City never sees an increase in franchise revenues. Mr. Sandifer urged Council not to pass Resolution 2001-6 allowing the transfer of ownership until a representative could come before Council and explain the transfer. Mrs. Foster said she was concerned that the cable tv company didn’t have an office in the City of Bamberg.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that he was approached last week to sign an agreement for the transfer to take place and he explained that Clerk Watson had informed him that the Franchise Ordinance required a resolution to be done allowing the transfer.

Mayor McCollum instructed Clerk Watson to ask a representative of Northern Cable Properties Six Limited Partnership to be present at the next Council meeting.

Mrs. Johnson reported to Council that the first annual TreasurerFest was held on September 21st and 22nd. She personally thanked Chief Morris and his department for a job well down. Mrs Johnson thanked Al Herbert for invisioning the TreasurerFest Festival. Chief Morris infomed Council that the new officer would be attending the police academy on October 29th.

Mr. Walker commended the Fire Department for being on the scene continuously during the festival. He reported to Council that a steel fire truck tank which was under warranty would be replaced by a poly tank as soon as possible.

Mrs. Foster asked about the Fireman’s Appreciation Day Event which was held last Sunday. Chief Taylor informed her the event had 27 units participating along with a good turnout. He explained that the event would rotate from county to county on a yearly basis.

Mrs. Wells thanked Jimmy Sweatman and his staff for the great job of preparing for the festival and for the great job of cleaning up after the event. She informed Council that the Chamber of Commerce had a good turn out for Business After Hours on September 21st and that they raised $200.00. Mrs. Wells said the Chamber had 21 businesses renew their memberships last month along with one new membership. She told Council the next meeting of the Chamber would be held on Octobeer 16th.

Mr. Walker asked Clerk Watson about the junked cars and the dog problem which

he had called about on Weimer Street. Clerk Watson explained that both complaints had been turned over to Chief Morris. Chief Morris informed Council that a registered letter had been sent to the property owner telling him to bring the junked cars into compliance and telling him to remove the waste from the dog areas.

Mrs. Foster and Clerk Watson informed Council that delinguent business license holders would be turned over to Chief Morris for compliance procedures within a few days.

Under Old Business.

Clerk Watson explained that he had contacted Attorney Roy Bates who advised him that the City could not create ordinancing that regulated the sale of alcoholic beverages  within the state. He explained this was regulated only by state law and that the City had no jurisdiction over state alcohol laws. Clerk Watson explained that zoning was the only alternative to be used to address the problem with open container concerns by not allowing businesses that serve alcohol in certain districts.

 Chief Morris told Council that Clerk Watson was correct and that the state open container law was the best the City could do.

Mr. Sandifer asked if the City had any say  when an owner of a business applied for a state license. Chief Morris said we do have a say  because they ask us if we object to the licensing of an individual.

Chief Morris felt the best way to handle the issue was to declare the business a public nuissance which was done but he reminded Council hey decided the business license should not be revoked on those grounds.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that the only thing that could be done to address open containers was to ask the Chief to enforce the state open container law.

Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Mack asked if the problem of gathering and loitering could be addressed. Chief Morris explained that the City has no loitering ordinance but that owners could post their own properties.

Once asked, Chief Morris recommended enforcing the open container and littering laws and to also post the properties. Mayor McCollum asked Chief Morris to contact the property owners to gain permission to post their properties.

Mrs. Johnson informed Council that she was afraid of a loitering ordinance because it could lead to the stereo typing of individuals.

Council tabled the discussion of the use of town vehicles until Mrs. Johnson could come before Council with a recommendation on stipulations to be placed on town vehicles.

During the discussion of the SC Archives and History receiving City records prior to 1950 in order to store them for safe keeping, Mrs. Foster advised Council that grant monies could be found to restore the records in order to keep them in Bamberg. Council agreed that they would like to keep the records in Bamberg and Mayor McCollum asked Mrs. Foster to look into finding funds to have the records restored.

Mayor McCollum reported that the Parking Lot Project is well underway and is on schedule. He informed Council that Engineer Leon Campbell is involved on a day to day basis and he said the project may be completed in four weeks.

Mayor McCollum reported that the TreasurerFest Festival was a tremendous success. He said there were no problems with parking or trafffic during the event. 

Under New Business.

Discussion of Resolution 2001-6 was tabled until a representative from the cable company could appear before Council.

After Chief Morris explained the problem with enforcing and collecting on the Fraudulent Check Ordinance, Mrs. Johnson made the motion to not have the Fraudulent Check Ordinance included in the new codification of the town ordinances which is underway. Mr. Walker made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that a problem has occurred with businesses creating junk yards throughout town. He specifically mentiond Randy Padgett who he said is moving his junked cars to a new location within town.

Chief Morris explained that the zoning for the City doesn’t allow junk yards in the City. He said Randy Padgett was willing to comply with the Junk Car Ordinance if it was enforced on everyone else.

Clerk Watson explained to Council that they had two avenues of approach. They included the use of the Junk Car Ordinance or the Zoning Ordinance.

Stephen Nichols came before Council informing them that his property has been devalued due to Randy Padgett moving his junked cars near his property. Phyllis Overstreet also voiced opposition to having a junk yard in her neighborhood.

Mr. Sandifer voiced that everyone having junk on their property would need to be addressed.

Mrs. Johnson asked Mr. Nichols what he wanted to see done. He informed Council that he was very confident in Council and felt they would address the problem.

Mayor McCollum said he was concerned with Section 6-1-13 of the Junked Car Ordinance which says the junk could be screened from public view.

Mrs. Johnson voiced that more research needed to be done.

Mrs. Foster voiced that she did not know what the problem was since we have  ordinances to address the problem.

Mayor McCollum asked the Licensing Commission to study the problem and then to make a recommendation to Council.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to reappoint Ed McDonald and Barb Pinson to the Planning Commission for another four year term. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to donate $400.00 to all victims of the terrorist attack on September 11th. Mrs. Foster made second. All approved. The motion carried.  

Chief Timmie Taylor informed Council that the Fire Contract with the county has not been approved for the new year. He explained that the contract was received one month late and that the wording was changed without the City’s input. Chief Taylor informed Council that there were several areas of concern with how the contract is worded. He said Clerk Watson and himself  revised the contract presented before them tonight.

Clerk Watson explained the areas of concern that had been addressed.

Chief Taylor also told Council that payment for the first two quarters have not been received from the county for fire services under the contract.

After some discussion, Mr. Sandifer made the motion to adopt the present contract as revised by Clerk Watson to be sent to County Council for their approval. Mrs. Johnson made the necessary second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to go into executive session to discuss salaries of personnel. Mrs. Wells made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to come out of the executive session. Mr. Walker made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

With no announcements or questions from the press or audience, Mrs. Johnson made the motion to adjourn. Mrs. Mack made the second. All approved. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

ATTEST:

___________________________              _________________________ 

Clerk                                                           Mayor of Bamberg
