REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL ON MONDAY, JANUARY 8,2001 AT 5:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL. MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Buddy Sandifer, Frances Johnson, David Walker, Betty Kemmerlin, and Jack Steadman. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: Chief George Morris, Phyllis Overstreet, Cindy Nichols, Bob and Mary McCully, and Jim Reed.

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Mrs. Johnson gave the invocation.

Clerk Watson took the roll with everyone being present except Ms. Williams who was unable to attend due to her illness.

Mrs. Kemmerlin made the motion to approve the agenda to include item 5 under New Business to discuss beautification of the railroad bed. Mr. Steadman made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Mayor McCollum recognized Jim Reed, owner of Southland Sanitation, who told Council his company enjoyed serving Bamberg and that he was here tonight to entertain any questions or complaints concerning their first six months of garbage service.

Mr. Walker informed him that they were doing a good job in his district. Mr. Sandifer said there was a problem with garbage being dropped on the ground but that his driver had corrected the problem professionally. Mr. Steadman said there was a problem with the truck dropping the garbage carts but that after notifying Mr. Reed the problem had been corrected. Mrs. Johnson informed Mr. Reed that she had received no complaints within her district.

Mr. Bob McCully informed Mr. Reed and Council that the dumpster truck is beginning to erode the shoulder of the street at the BE Athletic Complex due to the way the dumpsters are being serviced. He advised that the Highway Department may need to widen the street at that area. Mr. Reed said he would look into the problem immediately.

Mr. Steadman made the motion to approve the minutes of the December 11,2000 meeting as received. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

After Clerk Watson explained that budget line item expenses should be at 50% of budget for this time period and advised everyone to watch their department’s spending, Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the Budget and Finance Reports as received. Mrs. Kemmerlin made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Under Commission Reports.

Mr. Sandifer informed Council that the last section of fencing for the soccer field will be installed in the next few weeks and that soccer sign up will begin in February.

Mr. Walker informed Council that the worker’s compensation premium will only increase by $816.00 this year which will make the total premium $33,664.00 for the year.

Mrs. Kemmerlin reported to Council that the Sanitation Department had received their new pickup. She informed Council that they will be keeping the old truck. She told Council that the Chamber of Commerce will begin having quarterly Business After Hours meetings.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that Ms. Vernessa Williams needs everyone’s prayers more than ever at this time of her illness.

Mr. Sandifer, reporting for Ms. Williams, informed Council that interviewing of  the three applicants for the Fire Department’s engineer position will begin next week.

Under Old Business.

During the discussion of the Wrecker Rotation Ordinance, Mrs. Johnson voiced that the phrase physical location within the city needed to be deleted from the ordinance in order to allow everyone who secures a business license for a wrecker service to be placed on the rotational list.

Mr. Sandifer said he had to agree with Mrs. Johnson that the term physical location is a broad term that is hard to define. He said he had talked to Wayne Hughes, Robert Glover and Randy Padgett who each has a physical business located in the City. He told Council each of these owners feels that Jessie Glover and Jeff Black have businesses physically located outside the City. Mr. Sandifer said one person is receiving 90% of the wrecker business since he is the only one at home when the rotational list is utilized. He explained that this individual is Jeff Black and that the others were upset about this.

Mrs. Johnson voiced that individuals should be allowed to go into business with others inside the City if they so choose and be allowed to secure a wrecker license in order to get on the rotational list.

Mr. Sandifer voiced that this was the only ordinance that specified a physical location be required.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to amend the ordinance deleting the phrase physical location within the municipal limits. Mr. Walker made the second. During the discussion, Mrs. Johnson withdrew her motion. Mayor McCollum asked Council to study the present ordinance in more detail and then he tabled the discussion until the next meeting.

After Clerk Watson had explained the proposals from Book Publishing Company and the Municipal Code Corporation to recodify the City’s ordinances, Mr. Sandifer made the motion to have the Municipal Code Corporation perform the recodification for $5,500.00 with $1,000.00 of the cost coming from next year’s budget. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that he was not ready to discuss the Downtown Parking Lot Project because he was waiting for an explanation from the Commerce Department.

Under New Business.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve Resolution 2001-1 in which the City agreed to the terms and conditions allowing it to purchase State Surplus Property. Mr. Walker made the necessary second. All agreed. The motion carried.

After some discussion of the proposed parking ordinance for Downtown Main Street in which Chief Morris informed Council of the problems that were occurring, Mr. Steadman made the motion to have an ordinance drawn up by Attorney Hiers. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Clerk Watson presented Council with the proposed new Personnel Policy Manual and asked them to review it in great detail before the next meeting.

During the discussion of the July 4th Celebration, Mayor McCollum informed Council that Kathy Rhoad has agreed to serve as chairperson for the event again this year. Mayor McCollum presented a list of entertainers to Council. Mrs. Johnson asked that someone besides a country entertainer be contracted for this year’s event.

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to have the July 4th Celebration this year only if Phoenix Specialties and Tobul Accumulators agree to do the fireworks display once again. Mr. Steadman made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Mayor McCollum appointed Mrs. Johnson to contact James Brown to see if he would be willing to perform at this year’s event. He asked her to get a contract price from him.

After Mayor McCollum informed Council that Sid Gatis has agreed to provide the sound system and stage for this year’s event at a cost of $3,000.00, Mr. Sandifer made the motion to contract with Sid Gatis for $3,000.00 to provide the sound system and stage for this year’s event. Mrs. Kemmerlin made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Mrs. Johnson advised Council that they must begin looking for an entertainer for the July 4th event a year in advance.

After Council heard a recommendation from the Beautification Committee, Mrs. Johnson made the motion to purchase two- eight foot Manchester Benches to be placed on the west end of the railroad bed in front of Mount Carmel Church at a cost of $3,500.00 which included $1,000.00 worth of landscaping. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

During questions from the press and audience, reporter Phyllis Overstreet informed Council that a meeting of First Steps Program will take place at the Ehrhardt Elementary School at 6:00 p.m. on January 18th.

Mr. Bob McCully advised Council to have Attorney Hiers review the wording of the Wrecker Ordinance.

With no further business, Mrs. Johnson made the motion to adjourn. Mr. Steadman made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m.
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