MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL ON MONDAY, JUNE 12,2000 AT 5:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL. MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Buddy Sandifer, Frances Johnson, David Walker, Betty Kemmerlin, and Vernessa Williams. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: Phyllis Overstreet, Cindy Nichols, Chief Morris, Inspector Charles Kirkland, Judy Halmon, Teneane Foster, Alphonso Crosby and a room full of citizens. 

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Mrs. Johnson gave the invocation.

Clerk Watson took the roll with everyone being present except Mr. Jack Steadman. 

Ms. Williams made the motion to approve the agenda. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. 

Mayor McCollum announced that the Public Hearing to receive comments on proposed Ordinance 00-01 to rezone the property of the Fosters from R1 to R3 was now in session. Property owners in the area of rezoning Charlie Hiers, Mrs. Ottley, Joe Varn and Ann Bruce all voiced opposition to having the property rezoned to R3 in order to allow double wide manufactured homes in their area. Councilperson Johnson voiced that the citizens have spoken. Councilman Sandifer asked the citizens to stand who opposed this ordinance. Six residents of the neighborhood stood. Mrs. Teneane Foster stood in favor of the Ordinance. Mayor McCollum then closed the Public Hearing.

Mayor McCollum then announced that the Public Hearing to receive comments on proposed Ordinance 00-02 to rezone the property of Judy Halmon from  to R2 was now in session. HC to R2 was now in session.

Judy Halmon, who was very emotional, explained to Council that the burning of her house by a neighbor has put her through a terrible situation and that to not be able to rebuild her house would be another slap in the face to her. She voiced that this was the home place of her mother and father and when her property was zoned to HC was in reality putting her out. Councilman Sandifer voiced that he felt it was wrong for the zoning to take Mrs. Halmon’s property  away. Councilperson Williams voiced that the City did not take Mrs. Halmon’s property but zoned it in order to plan for future use. Councilperson Johnson explained that her property was also zoned HC and that she could not rebuild her house if it was destroyed. She informed the group that Council zoned this area HC in orded to plan for commercial development along Highway 78 and Highway 301. 

Mrs. Mary Harrison voiced that her property was zoned HC and that she was not informed. Mayor McCollum explained that Council held a public hearing and went through the proper procedures when they adopted the new zoning map.

Mrs. Vergie Bamberg spoke on behalf of Mrs. Halmon and asked Council to please consider rezoning her property to R2. Mrs. Ann Bruce and Carrie Davis also spoke on Mrs. Halmon’s behalf.

Mrs. Mack voiced to Council that Mrs. Halmon’s property is a matter of sentimental value and not a monetary issue.

Mayor McCollum, hearing no other comments, closed the Public Hearing.

Building Inspector Charles Kirkland informed Council that he needed their guidance on how to handle swimming pools in the City which do not have fencing around them. Council agreed that this code needed to be adhered to for the public’s safety and instructed Mr. Kirkland to enforce the code.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the minutes of the May 8,2000 meeting. Ms. Williams made the second. all agreed,

Mrs. Kemmerlin made the motion to approve the minutes of the May 15,2000 meeting. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the minutes of the May 25,2000 meeting. Mr. Sandifer made the second. All agreed. 

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the Budget and Finance Reports as received. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed.

Under Commission Reports.

Mr. Sandifer informed Council that an air conditioning unit at the Fire Department had to be replaced and that Earl James had presented the low quote for the unit.

Mrs. Kemmerlin informed Council that Niki Brooker has been named the Assistant Director of the Bamberg Chamber of Commerce and that the Business After Hours would not be held in July but would continue in August at the Bamberg County Hospital.

Ms. Willliams informed Council that she had approved the expenditure of $2,300.00 for needed Fire Department expenses in order to comply with OSHA regulations.

Under New Business.

Council received a recommendation from the Planning Commission in which the Planning Commission recommended the adopotion of Ordinance 00-01. 

Mrs. Teneane Foster informed the group that she was asking to have the property rezoned for individuals who could not secure loans for expensive homes but who could receive loans for double wide homes.

Mayor McCollum called for a motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 00-01. The ordinance died for lack of a motion.

Council received a recommendation from the Planning Commission in which they recommended that Council adopt Ordinance 00-02 contingent upon Alphonso Crosby’s property being rezoned to R2.

Mr. Walker then made the motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 00-02. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed.

Ms. Williams made the motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 00-03 to approve the 2000-2001 budget at $1,367,427.00 to include a 5 mill increase. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 00-04 establishing new Building Permit Fees for the City of Bamberg. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed.

Ms. Williams made the motion to approve Resolution 2000-02 to allow the opening of a Victims Assistance Fund Bank Account at Wachovia Bank. Mrs. Kemmerlin made the second. All agreed.

Under Old Business. 

Mrs. Kemmerlin reported that the Committee has not heard from Mrs. Foster concerning the recommendation on where to place the railroad car and therefore the Committee has not met. 

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to go into executive session to discuss the hiring of personnel and to discuss negotiations incident to the purchasing of property. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreeed. 

Mr. Walker made the motion to come out of the executive session. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed.

Mayor McCollum announced that no formal actions had been taken.

During the announcements, Ms. Williams informed Council that a Champion Coummuntiy Committee along with representatives from various charity organizations would be coming to Bamberg on June 15th. She urged everyone and especially all of the elected officials to meet with the group on that day. She explained that they would be here around 9:00 a.m. and would be meeting at the Court House, would be traveling to Job Corps and would then travel to Estill for lunch. She said this group could become instrumental in having charitable foundation funds designated for our area.

During questions from the press and audience, Phyllis Overstreet asked about the dollar value of the new budget. Mayor McCollum informed her that the 2000-2001 budget stood at $1,367,427.00.

Mr. Henry Maynard informed Council that their donation to the National Sports Program needed to be made out to Vorhees College and not to SC State College this year.

Mr. Alphonso Crosby asked when the second reading of Ordinance 00-02 would take place. Mayor McCollum informed him that the second reading would take place on June 22,2000 at 5:30 p.m.

An individual asked Council when the Fosters could once again ask for the rezoning of their property.  Clerk Watson replied that he thought it was 12 to 24 months but that he would have to review the ordinance in order to give him a correct answer.

With no further business, Mrs. Johnson made the motion to adjourn. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:47 p.m.

