MEETING OF THE BAMBERG CITY COUNCIL ON MONDAY, MAY 8,2000 AT 5:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL. MEMBERS PRESENT : Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Buddy Sandifer, Frances Johnson, David Walker, Betty Kemmerlin and Jack Steadman. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: Phyllis Overstreet, Katie Blocker, Mary Ayer, Carla Chavis, Chief George Morris, Gregory Bamberg, and Gladys Mitchell.

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Mr. Sandifer gave the invocation.

Clerk Watson took the roll with everyone being present except Ms. Williams who called and asked to be excused.

Mayor McCollum informed the audience that only prior approved subjects would be discussed, that all comments from the press and audience would be held until they were recognized and that only comments and questions related to the agenda would be allowed.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the agenda as received. Mr. Steadman made the second. All agreed.

Mr. Steadman made the motion to approve the minutes of the April 10,2000 meeting as amended to read that Ms. Williams and not Mr. Walker had been apointed to the committee to recommend the placing of the railroad car. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. 

Mrs. Kemmerlin made the motion to approve the minutes of the April 17,2000 meeting as received. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed.

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to approve the minutes of the April 27,2000 meeting as received. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the Budget and Finance Reports as received. Mr. Walker made the necessary second. All agreed.

Under Commission Reports:

Mr. Sandifer reported that the Baseball Program is going strong and he thanked Chief Morris and his officers for the patrolling they have been doing at the Ness Complex. He informed Council that signs have been placed at the Ness Complex stating rules for the park.

Mr. Walker reported that the Insurance Commission met this afternoon and are recommending that the City change from the Med 100 Plan to the Med 350 Plan due to an increase of 27% in medical premiums this year. He informed Council that the Insurance Commission is also recommending that the City pay the $350.00 deductible amounts under this plan for the employees and their dependents. Mr. Walker explained that this will save the City about $15,000.00 in increased premiums this year.

Mrs. Kemmerlin reported that the Sanitation Department has been very busy working on the Railroad Bed Project and performing regular duties. She informed Council that the City is looking to hire three summer workers this year. She reported that Business After Hours will be held at Martha’s Doll House and Collectibles, that the Chamber Member of the Month was Security Federal and that the Annual Chamber Golf Tournament will be held on May27th. 

Mr. Sandifer reported for Ms. Williams that the Fire Department will be applying for a state grant that will match 50% for expenses incurred to serve county citizens who live outside our city  as long as the total expenses do not exceed $5,000.00

Under New Business:

Council decided to hold a work session on May 15,2000 at 8:30 a.m. to work on the new Proposed Personnel Policy Manual.

After hearing the Insurance Commission’s recommendation that the City change to the Med 350 Medical Plan and that the City pay all the deductibles under this plan and after Clerk Watson had explained the various options, Mr. Walker made the motion that the City change to the Med 350 Plan for a trial period of twelve months and that the City pay the deductibles.Mrs. Johnson made the second. During the discussion, Mr. Sandifer voiced concern that if the City pays all of the deductibles that the employees would tend to seek medical attention unnecessarily. The motion carried. 

After Clerk Watson explained that he would like to see Dooley and Company perform the audit this year since the City had just gone on computer  and since Dooley & Company had helped set up the list of accounts and their starting balances for this computer system, Mr. Steadman made thte motion to have Dooley and Company perform the audit this year. Mrs. Kemmerlin made the second. All agreed.

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to approve the Bamberg Dixie Youth Baseball request for $1,000.00 this year to come from the recreation expense line item. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed.

Mr. Steadman asked Mr. Sandifer if the new budget would be including $1,000.00 for the Dixie Youth Baseball Program for next year. Mr. Sandifer informed him that it would include the $1,000.00.

Under Old Business:

Mrs. Kemmerlin reported that there was no recommendation coming forth at this time concerning the placing of the County’s Railroad Car since the committee and other concerned citizens have yet to hold a meeting.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that the walking trail has been paved and that discing,fertilizing, liming and grass seeding would take place this week. He said this completes Phase I and informed Council that onced the area is seeded that people will be asked not to drive or park on the railroad bed area until the grass is established.

Mayor McCollum explained that Phase II  may include the addition of  benches, and trees along the railroad bed.

Mr. Walker suggested that maybe each church could donate a bench to be placed in front of their church in memory of their deceased loved ones.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that a planned meeting will be held at Job Corps in the near future to discuss various community projects that can be implemented in the future.

Mr. Steadman made the motion to go into executive session to discuss the hiring of personnel. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed.

Mr. Walker made the motion to come out of the executive session. Mr. Sandifer made the second. All agreed.

Mayor McCollum informed the audience that no formal actions had been taken in executive session and he once again informed them on what would be allowed during the question period.

With no further business, Mrs. Johnson made the motion to adjourn. Mr. Sandifer made the second. All agreed.

