REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL ON APRIL 10,2000 AT 5:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL. MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Buddy Sandifer, Frances Johnson, David Walker, Betty Kemmerlin, Vernessa Willliams, and Jack Steadman. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: Nancy Foster, Gregory Bamberg, George Rowe, Sherry Rowe, Dana Tolle, Penny Warren, Lee Early, Jamie Brabham,  Katherine Ness, Cindy Wise, Phylllis Overstreet, Jime reed, and George Morris. 

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Mr. Walker gave the invocation. 

Clerk Watson took the roll with everyone being present except Mr. Steadman who entered the meeting in progress.

The agenda was approved as received.

Building Inspector Charles Kirkland informed Council that he has started compliance procedures on a delapidated business on Highway 78.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the minutes of the March 13,2000 meeting as received. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. 

After Clerk Watson explained to Council that every department should be at 75% of  their budget at this time and informed Council that some departments are currently over 75%, Mrs. Kemmerlin made the motion to approve the budget and finance reports. Mr. Walker made the second All agreed.

Under Commission Reports: 

Mr. Sandifer reported that 400 kids have signed up for the baseball program this year. Mr. Sandifer presented the Council with a proposed brochure for the city of Bamberg which Walt Inabinet of the Tri-County Alliance produced at no expense to the City. Mr. Sandifer reported that the sliding doors at the Fire Department have been replaced. 

Mr. Walker reported that the Safety Committee has met twice and that Phil Cromer from the MASC had addressed the committee concerning OSHA regulations. Mr. Walker informed Council that he and Clerk Watson had attended the SCLGAG meeting and learned that medical cost for the City will problbly increase by 25-30% this year. He told Council that we would have to look at different plans in order to try and lower our cost.

Mrs. Kemmerlin reported that the Sanitation Department has been busy with routine work. She reported that Chamber Business After Hours will be moved to the 3rd Monday of each month. Mrs. Kemmerlin reported that Security Federal will host the BAH next month and that Jerry and Gwen Varn were chosen as Members of the Month. She closed by saying that three new members have joined the Chamber Of Commerce. 

Under New Business: 

Ms. Williams made the motion to have three Summer Workers who are enrolled in schools of higher education work in the Sanitation Department this summer. Mrs. Kemmerlin made the second. All agreed. 

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to award the contract for the 5 foot paved walking trail to the low bidder of Carolina Asphalt at a price of $3.67 per linear foot. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. 

After some discussion, Council agreed to have two additional cut through roads installed across the railroad birm on the west side where Highway 78 joins Cox Avenue and Middle Street.

Mr. Sandifer asked if the contractor for the walking trail would be signing an agreement to warrant the life of the paved trail. Mayor McCollum replied that this would not be specified in the agreement.

After Clerk Watson explained the abatement process for the Bochette Building and presented Council with the quotes from the abatement contractors for $7,600 and $8,400, Mr. Sandifer saying this was rediculous then made the motion to table the abatement process until the new budget year. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed.

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to allow the temporary placing of a sign on the railroad bed promoting the Vietnam Memorial Wall that will be displayed in Barnwell. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed.

Mayor McCollum appointed Ms. Williams, Mrs. Kemmerlin and Mr. Sandifer to come back to Council with a recommendation as to where the County’s railroad car should be placed after hearing Mrs. Foster’s recommendation that it should be placed on the 

railroad bed between the Hooten Black House and the County Library. 

Mr. Sandifer asked when the striping of the Bell Street parking lot would be done. Clerk Watson explained that he had called the contractor last week but had not heard from him. Clerk Watson said he would try and contact him again tomorrow.

Mrs. Johnson informed Council that she had received a letter from Mr. Rowe and a petition from neighbors asking that he be allowed to place a single wide trailer on his property. Mayor McCollum informed Council that they could not decide on such a request but that this was a decision that would have to be made by the Zoning Administrator and Zoning Board of Adjustment if Mr. Rowe appealed the Zoning Administrator’s decision. 

Ms. Williams made the motion to go into executive session to discuss negotiations incident to a contractural arrangement and to receive legal advice. Mrs. Kemmerlin made the second. All agreed.

Mr. Walker made the motion to come out of the executive session. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed. 

Mayor McCollum announced that no formal actions had been taken.

Mrs. Sherry Rowe informed Council that she moved the trailer on her father’s property after the County issued her a sticker. She told Council that her child has asthma and needed to be close to her parent’s house. Mr. Rowe voiced that this was his property and that he should be allowed to do whatever he pleased. Mayor McCollum informed Council and the Rowes that Council could not get involved in this issue but that this was a decision for the Zoning Administrator and Zoning Board of Adjustment. Clerk Watson said she could go before the Planning Commission to ask for rezoning to an R-4 but that certain requirements would have to be met. Mr. Steadman voiced that Council had spent days developing the Zoning Ordinance to protect the citizens of Bamberg. Mrs. Johnson voiced that the County made the mistake and should help her. She voiced that the New Zoning Ordinance was advertised in the paper and explained where mobile homes would be allowed. Mr. and Mrs. Rowe left the meeting upset.

Lavern Bethea asked Council when he would be receiving notice as to whether Council’s decision to prohibit any further discussion on the closing of Rhoad Park Street was legal or not. Mayor McCollum asked Clerk Watson to explain Council’s rights. Clerk Watson informed Council that they had made a final decision on the closing of Rhoad Park Street and if Council decided it was a done issue then it could be barred from further discussion. Clerk Watson told Council that Mr. Bethea had two avenues in which to proceed. Either he could go to a higher court or vote his feelings at the next election.

Mr. Bethea voiced it was not a done issue and told Council they didn’t have the authority to close the street. Mr. Sandifer voiced that Council does have the authority and that everyone had agreed to close the street.

Gregory Bamberg, approaching Council concerning the closing of Rhoad Park Street, said he was coming before Council so he could be treated as dirt just like everyone else. Ms. Williams stopped him and informed him very sternly that this Council was not going to be degraded in such a manner. Council became outraged at Mr. Bamberg’s demeanor! Mayor McCollum stopped the discussion. Mrs. Johnson made the motion to adjourn. Mr. Sandifer made the second. All agreed.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m. with all of Council highly adgitated.

