REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL ON MARCH 13,2000 AT 5:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL. MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Buddy Sandifer, Frances Johnson, David Walker, Betty Kemmerlin, Vernessa Williams and Jack Steadman. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: Keith Dooley, Levern Bethea, Betty Bagley, Dana Tolle, Chief George Morris, Gregory Bamberg, Cindy Kilgus, and 

Phyllis Overstreet. 

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Mrs. Johnson gave the invocation.

Clerk Watson took the roll with everyone being present.

Mayor McCollum presented Mrs. Betty Bagley, Superintendent of Bamberg School District I, with a plaque from Council congratulating her for being chosen 2000 Rural Educator Of The Year for South Carolina. Mayor McCollum told her that Council was very proud of her and our school district. Mrs. Bagley thanked Council and told them she loves her job and that she is accepting this plaque on behalf of everyone associated with School District I. Mrs. Johnson told Mrs. Bagley that she was excited when Bamberg School District I was highlighted at the Governor’s Rural Summit.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes of the February 14,2000 meeting. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed. 

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes of the special meeting of February 21,2000. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed.

Dana Tolle of Fennell Container Co. reminded Council that the garbage contract will come up for renewal on June 30th and that she was here to receive Council’s feelings and thoughts. Mrs. Tolle informed Council that the residents have come to appreciate Fennell’s service and that Fennell is still employeeing some of the town’s previous employees to help service the present contract. Ms. Williams asked Mrs. Tolle if Fennell would consider a two-year contract. She said they would.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the budget and finance reports as received. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. 

Auditor Keith Dooley reported to the council that the 98-99 audit gave the City a Clean Opinion. He explained that assets exceeded liabilities to give the City a net worth of $667,416.00 which says that the City is very financially secure. Mr. Dooley told Council that this year’s expenses exceeded revenues by $106,473.00 which were mainly due to approved expenses outside of this year’s budget. He said the audit showed the City spent $153,000.00 more than they had budgeted. He urged Council not to continue doing this because they would eventually eat up their reserve funds. Mr. Dooley informed Council that the City was found to be Y2K ready. 

During Commission Reports:

Mr. Sandifer informed Council that the County Veterans Nursing Facility Proposal Committee that he and Mr. Chris Wilson served on has sent a proposal to Representative Rhoad who will deliver the proposal to Governor Hodges today. He explained that Bamberg County will face some stiff competition but that we stand a good chance since we are a rural area. He told Council that the Governor’s Committee will select a site and propose it to the governor for the final decision. Mr. Sandifer informed Council that the soccer program is in full swing with 240 kids participating. He said the baseball sign up will begin this weekend and that we plan to have around 460 kids participating this year. Mr. Sandifer told Council that a coaches clinic will be held on April 11th for the baseball program. 

Mr. Sandifer informed Council that he has talked to Chief Morris and that plans are to implement an 11:00 p.m. curfew for the Ness Complex. He said that more lights will be installed at the complex also.

Mrs. Johnson reported that she and Ms. Williams had attended the Governor’s Rural Summit on March 6th and 7th which was very educational and informative. She said they were very proud when Mrs. Bagley and Bamberg School District I were highlighted during the event. She congratulated Mrs. Bagley for a job well done. 

Mr. Walker informed Council that the first meeting of the Safety Committee will be held on Thursday.

Mrs. Kemmerlin reported that the Sanitation Department has been working at the Ness Complex  this month . She said that Barbara Martin had been selected as Chamber Member of the Month and that Business After Hours was held at Broxton Bridge Plantation last Thursday.

Ms. Williams informed Council that the Fire Commission did not change the policy for burning within the City but that they felt prior approval for burning needed to be enforced. Ms. Williams told Council that representatives from our area needed to attend every Governor’s Rural Summit. She said that the Summit places special emphasis on the rural areas of the state which mainly concerns us. 

Mr. Streadman reported that Stephanie Ransom is in her 4th week at the Police Academy and that another officer will be attending soon.

Under Old Business: 

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to have C.P.S. Inc. paint the parking lines on the Bell Street Parking Lot for $500.00 since they had the lowest quote. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed.

After Clerk Watson explained the proposal agreement for the Garbage Contract, Mr. Sandifer made the motion that the contract agreement be changed from 5 years to a 2 year contract to be renewable for one year terms with a maximum of  3 one year renewals. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. 

Mayor McCollum explained to Council that Mr. Dick Dowling is asking that the portion of City property which crosses Railroad Avenue into his yard be deeded to him since he has been paying taxes on this portion for years. Mayor McCollum informed Council that City property extends into many properties along Railroad Avenue and Highway 78. Mrs. Johnson voiced that the City should deed these portions to the adjoining landowners. Mr. Steadman felt that Council needed to look at this closely before making a decision. Mr. Sandifer voiced that SCDOT engineers needed to be involved before we give the property to individuals and then may need to buy it back for highway expansion projects. After more discussion, Mr. Sandifer made the motion to table the discussion. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. Mayor McCollum said that he would have Attorney Hiers study the issue.

After Ms. Williams recommended to Council that Mr. John Daniels be apppointed to the Planning Commission to fill Mr. Douglas Stokes’ seat, Mrs. Johnson made the motion that Mr. John Daniels be appointed to the Planning Commission to replace Mr. Douglas Stokes. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed.

Under New Business: 

Mr. Streadman made the motion to approve the agreement with the SC Department of Juvenile Justice to house our juvenile inmates. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed.

Mayor McCollum feeling sick passed the gavel to Mayor Protem Sandifer and left the meeting.

Mr. Steadman made the motion to appoint Chief Morris, Chief Timmie Taylor and Jimmy Sweatmen to the Safety Committee with Clerk Watson to serve as the Safety Coordinator. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed. 

Mr. Steadman informed the Council that Trinity United Methodist Church wanted to use the railroad bed property in front of their chruch during a weekend in April to have a city- wide yard sale in which they would charge a fee for tables. After some discussion, Mr. Streadman made the motion to allow this. Mrs. Kemmerlin made the second. Everyone voted in favor of  the motion except Ms. Williams who voted against the motion. The motion carried. 

Mayor McCollum returned to the meeting and was handed the gavel.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to go into executive session to discuss negotiations incident to a contractural arrangement, the release of an employee, and to discuss a legal matter. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to come out of the executive session. Mrs. Kemmerlin made the second. All agreed.

Mr. Sandifer then made the motion that the City purchase the property of  Mrs. Edna Chute which joins the Bell Street Parking Lot for $2,000.00. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed. 

Mayor McCollum appointed Mr. Steadman, Ms. Williams and Mr. Sandifer as the 2000-2001 Budget Committee. He asked Ms. Williams to chair this committee. She accepted.

Mr. Levern Bethea told Council that  citizens were concerned with their rights being violated when Council forbid any further discussion on the closing of Rhoad Park Street. Mr. Bethea said the issue will not go away. Mayor McCollum responded that he would let him know in writing if forbidding any further discussion was legal or not. Mrs. Johnson told Mr. Bethea that he knew well in advance that Council was planning to close that section of street. Mr. Sandifer voiced to Mr. Bethea that he couldn’t understand his inconvenience for the safety of our children.

Another citizen asked if the Ness Complex was open to all county residents, if there was an organized basketball program, and just how much the budget for the Ness Complex consisted of. Mr. Sandifer informed him that the complex is open to all citizens, that the City didn’t have an organized basketball program and that $20,000.00 is budgeted each year for the Ness Complex.

Mr. Walker mentioned that the basketball goals at the Ness Complex are constantly being torn down. He informed Council that a citizen is willing to donate four break- away goals for the complex.

A citizen informed Council that there is now a problem with young kids crossing Birch Street during the activities at the Ness Complex. 

With no further business, Mr. Steadman made the motion to adjourn. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:16 p.m..

