REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL ON FEBRUARY 14,2000 AT 7:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL. MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Buddy Sandifer, Frances Johnson, David Walker, Betty Kemmerlin, Vernessa Williams, and Jack Steadman. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: Bob McCully, Lendi Roof, Gerlie Walker, Amanda Evans, Lavern Bethea, Phyllis Overstreet, Bubba Davis and Randy Sandifer. 

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Mr. Walker gave the invocation.

Clerk Watson took the roll with all of Council being present.

Mr. Steadman made the motion to approve the agenda to include an amendment under Commission Reports to receive a request to line off a parking lot. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed. 

Mayor McCollum read the award for Dewayne Kirkland recognizing him for his act of heroism on January 25,2000 when he saved the life of a man when his vehicle had plunged into the Edisto River Canal. Mayor McCollum presented the plaque to Mr. Kirkland’s mother and informed the audience that Dewayne was unable to attend the meeting due to a broken back he suffered in another accident. 

Mr. Jim Reed of Southland Sanitation informed Council that his family owned business would like to provide residential and commercial garbage service to the City of Bamberg. He explained that he can provide the same service and at the same time save the City some money. He told Council that he would like to submit a bid for services once the present contract comes due on June 30th. He informed Council that he preferred a five year contract, would consider hiring local people to operate his trucks, that he would pick up bagged leaves, that he pays his employees well and that he pays 50% of his employees health insurance.

Ms. Williams made the motion to approve the minutes of the January 10,2000 meeting. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. 

Mrs. Kemmerlin made the motion to approve the budget and finance reports as received. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. Clerk Watson reminded Council that expenses for each department should be at 58% for this time period. 

Under Commission Reports: 

Mr. Sandifer informed Council that the Spring Soccer Program has begun. He thanked Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hurst for their support and dedication to this program. Mr. Sandifer recognized Bubba Davis and Randy Sandifer who are the co-directors of the Baseball Program and thanked them for their hard work. Mr. Sandifer told Council that a 5th playing field has been completed and said that hopefully 500 kids will be involved in this year’s baseball program. 

Mr. Sandifer reported that a door for the Fire Department has been reordered after the first door that was sent turned out to be the the wrong color.

Mr. Sandifer explained the problem with parking on the paved parking lot off Bell Street and advised Council that this lot needed to be lined off. He explained that he has contacted an individual who will line the parking lot off for a cost of $1,000.00. Mr. Steadman then made the motion to have the Bell Street parking lot lined off. Ms. Williams made the second. During the discussion, Ms. Williams advised Council to seek more quotes. The motion passed and Council asked Clerk Watson to seek additional quotes. 

Mr. Sandifer informed Council that he and Chris Wilson have met with the Proposal Committee for the Veterans Nursing Facility twice in order to help the County submit a proposal by February 29th. He told Council that Kathy Rhoad is working on a brochure as a part of the proposal and that Tom Lucas will write the proposal. He said that letters of  support from Council are being sent to Senator ollings, kCongressman Clyburn Hollings, Congressman Clyburn, Congressman Floyd Spence, Senator Thurmond and other representatives. 

Ms. Williams thanked Mr. Steadman for drafting the letters of support.

Mr. Walker informed Council that the MASC meeting was very informative and that he really injoyed the session on  OSHA compliances. He told Council that he and Clerk Watson are continuing to study and make plans for a safety program and safety committee for the City. He explained that department heads, management personnel, supervisors and employees will be a part of the safety program. Mr. Walker informed them that information is being gathered from the Cities of Rock Hill, Columbia, Aiken and Clemson. 

Mrs. Kemmerlin informed Council that the Sanitation Dept. workers have been working on the new ball field and that they had forced compliance on a building on Highway 78 when they removed the old debris from the building. She told Council that Business After Hours was on Thursday at the Chamber’s Office and that First National Bank of Bamberg was chosen as the Member of the Month. 

Ms. Williams reported that the Fire Commission is still studying the Burning Ordinance and would make a recommendation to Council at the next meeting.

Mr. Steadman reported that the City has one officer attending the academy and that a second officer will enter the academy  in April. Mayor McCollum informed Council that Officer Nevarez can speak Spanish and will be a great asset to the City in times when an interpretor is needed. 

Under Old Business:

Mayor McCollum informed Council that Douglas Stokes had resigned from the Planning Commission and asked Council for a recommendation as to whom they wanted to appoint to replace him. After some discussion, Council decided to wait until the next meeting. 

Mr. Sandifer informed council that he, Ms. Williams and Mr. Steadman are recommending to Council that the section of Rhoad Park Street that runs through the Ness Complex remain closed. He explained that Council agreed to the closing, went through the proper procedures to take it out of the state system and that Senator Mathews and Representative Rhoad agreed that the section needed to be closed for our kids’ safety. Mr. Sandifer informed Council that the Parks Commission is also recommending that an 11:00 p.m. curfew be put on the Ness Complex and that extra lighting is needed at the park in order to curtail drug use and vandalism. Mr. Sandifer then made the motion on behalf of the Parks Commission to have the section of Rhoad Park Street remain closed and that a curfew be placed on the Ness Comples for 11:00 p.m.. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All of Council unanimously voted in favor of the motion. 

Mayor McCollum instructed Clerk Watson to no longer include any discussion of the closing of this street on any future agendas. 

Ms. Williams asked that Mr. Lavern Bethea be notified of Council’s decision.

Under New Business: 

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to sponsor the Low Country Gators by donating $250.00. Ms. Williams made the second. During the discussion, Mr. Steadman voiced that we can’t afford to continue donating monies that aren’t in our budget. Mrs. Sandifer voted in favor of the motion. The other five councilpersons voted against the motion. The motion did not carry. 

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to donate $300.00 to the Red Raider Baseball Team for a meal. Mrs. Kemmerlin made the second. During the discussion, Mr. Steadman voiced again that this was not placed in this year’s budget. Mayor McCollum voiced that Coach Horton has representated our Town well and is one of the finest coaches in the nation. Mr. Sandifer voiced that it was not that we don’t want to support our teams but that we must set a limit. Mr. Steadman voiced that either the City must tax for these donations or the school district must tax to support their programs. Mr. Sandifer voted in favor of the motion. The other five councilpersons voted against the motion. The motion did not carry. 

Ms. Williams made the motion to sponsor the July 4th Celebration with a donation not to exceed $8,000.00. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. Council agreed to have Kathy Rhoad serve as chairman of the July 4th Celebration. 

Mayor McCollum appointerd Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Kemmerlin and Mr. Sandifer to serve with Kathy Rhoad as a July 4th Celebration Committee for this year’s event. He asked Mr. Sandifer to chair this committee. 

Council instructed Kathy Rhoad to contact Billy Joe Royal, T. G. Sheppard, or Dan Seals in that order to try and book one of them as this year’s entertainment at the July 4th Celebration. 

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve Resolution 2000-2 for the City to receive a credit card from Wachovia Bank with a limit of $10,000.00. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to change the times for the monthly council meeting from 7:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed.

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to go out for bids for the garbage contract that will end on June 30,2000. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. Council asked that bids be received before April. 

Mr. Bob McCully, Chairman of the Bamberg County Development Board, introduced Mrs. Lendi Roof who is the new Executive Director of the BCDB. Mrs. Roof told Council that she would be housed in the Hooten Black House and that she looks forward to working with them. 

Bubba Davis thanked Council and the Mayor for their support of the baseball programs and he asked Mrs. Kemmerlin to thank the Sanitation Dept. workers for their help.

Mr. Lavern Bethea asked Council about their decision concerning the closing of Rhoad Park Street. Mayor McCollum informed him that Council voted to keep the street closed, to enforce an 11:00 p.m. curfew on the park, to put up additional lighting and to increase our police patrols in the area. 

Mr. Johnson made the motion to go into executive session to discuss negotiations incident to a contractural arrangement. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to come out of the executive session. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed.

Ms. Williams made the motion to enter into an agreement with the County of Bamberg for them to help the City level the west railroad berm for a cost of $18,546.43. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed. 

With no further business, Mrs. Johnson made the motion to adjourn. Mrs. Kemmerlin made the second. All agreed.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.. 

