REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL ON JANUARY 10,2000 AT 7:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL. MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Buddy Sandifer, Frances Johnson, Betty Kemmerlin, and Vernessa Williams. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: Mr. & Mrs. Bob McCully, Amanda Evans, Lavern Bethea, John & Jackie Cook, Donna Brown, Chris Wilson, Henry Maynard and Howard Cooler. 

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Ms. Williams gave the invocation.

Clerk Watson took the roll with everyone being present except Mr. Walker and Mr. Steadman who were absent due to illnesses.

Mrs. Kemmerlin made the motion to approve the agenda to include  amendment  6a to recognize Mr. Bob McCully. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed.

Mayor McCollum informed Mr. Lavern Bethea that Council would not be discussing the closing of Rhoad Park Street since Mr. Steadman had been sick and was unable to take part in the Parks Commission meeting. He explained that the Parks Commission would be meeting on February 2nd to discuss the closing.

Mr. Bob McCully, Chairman of the Bamberg County Economic Development Board, informed Council that a new Veterans Nursing Facility has been planned for SC. He explained that the County must have a proposal submitted by February 2,2000. Mr. McCully explained that he felt the City of Bamberg already had the necessary requirements of a hospital, police protection, an emergency room, fire protection and utilities in place. He said that 20 acres of land would be needed and that the host entity would be responsible for 3.5 million dollars of the project’s cost. Mr. McCully told Council not to let the 3.5 million dollar cost scare them. He said that Buddy Watkins of the Dept. of Rural Health could help with the application process. Mr. McCully also explained to Council that this facility would provide 235 employees with annual salaries totaling 3.9 million dollars. He informed Council that such a facility would help our hospital tremendously and would utilize $210,000.00 in utilities from the BPW annually. Mr. McCully asked for Council’s support and asked for a representative from Council to serve on the proposal committee.

Mayor McCollum assured him that Council would support the proposal. 

Ms. Williams made the motion to approve the minutes of the December 13,1999 meeting. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed.

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to approve the budget and finance reports as received. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed.

Under Commission Reports.

Mr. Sandifer informed Council that a glass door in the Fire Department needed to be repaired and that he would be getting prices to replace it. He told Council that the BCEDC has appointed Chris Wilson to serve on the proposal committee for the Veterans Nursing Facility Project. Mr. Sandifer reported that the Bochette Property had been purchased today. He ended his report by telling Council that spring soccer programs will begin soon and that 100 kids had played Midget League Football this fall. He thanked Council and the many volunteers for their support of the athletic programs.

Mayor McCollum, at that time, appointed Mr. Sandifer to serve on the proposal committee for the Veterans Nursing Facility.

Mrs. Kemmerlin reported that Business After Hours would be held at the First National Bank in Bamberg on Thursday, January 6th. She said that The Edisto Electric Coop had been chosen as the Member of the Month.

Under Old Business.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance 99-14. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance 99-12. Mrs. Kemmerlin made the second. All agreed.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance 99-13. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed. 

Mrs. Kemmerlin made the motion to order 20 more garbage carts. Mr. Sandifer made the second. All agreed.

 Clerk Watson explained that the City of Columbia didn’t allow any burning and that the City of Bamberg has adopted the Fire Prevention Code which could be enforced. Mr. Sandifer voiced that he was against any burning but felt that the City needed to provide a service to pick up citizens’ leaves since some bagged leaves are being left for weeks at a time. Mayor McCollum voiced that we are obligated to pick the bagged leaves up and that the public needed to be advised of the Fire Prevention Code Ordinance. Council after some discussion, agreed to have the Fire Commission and Fire Chief study the issue and then make a recommendation to Council.

Under New Business.

Clerk Watson explained to Council that the COPS Office was requesting another explanation and documentation as to why the City did not fund the COPS position in this year’s budget. Clerk Watson informed Council that the Mayor and Chief Morris had already written one letter of explanation. Council stood firm on their decision not to fund the position due to a lack of money. 

Mayor McCollum asked Council to please be considering a replacement for Douglas Stokes on the Planning Commission who must resign since he is now serving as a Commissioner of the Board of Public Works. 

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the NAACP parade request for January 17,2000. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed. 

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve Resolution 2000-1 To Establish A Wetlands Policy. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed. 

Mrs. Kemmerlin made the motion to go into executive session to discuss negotiations incident to a contractural arrangement and to discuss the hiring of personnel. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to come out of the executive session. Mrs. Kemmerlin made the second. All agreed.

Mayor McCollum announced that no actions had been taken.

Mayor McCollum announced that City Council plans on meeting with the Board of Public Works Commissioners on January 24,2000 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss some issues.

With no questions from the press and audience, Mrs. Johnson made the motion to adjourn. Ms. Williams made the second. All agreed. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.

