REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL ON MONDAY, MARCH 12,2001 AT 5:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL. MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Alton McCollum. COUNCILPERSONS: Buddy Sandifer, Frances Johnson, David Walker, Betty Wells and Jack Steadman. CLERK: Bruce Watson. VISITORS: Bob McCully, Fire Chief Timmie Taylor, Chief George Morris, Phyllis Overstreet, Denita Williams, Randi Williams, Tony Duncan, Henry Maynard, Betty Mack and Jerry Durgan.

Mayor McCollum called the meeting to order and Mrs. Johnson gave the invocation.

Clerk Watson took the roll with everyone being present.

Mrs. Wells made the motion to approve the agenda to include items 7 to discuss Midland Environmental Consultants’ request and item 8 to discuss the July 4th Celebration under New Business. Mr Walker made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Mayor McCollum telling Denita and Randi Williams, the daughters of the late Councilperson Vernessa D. Wiliams, that their mother was a special person to our Council and our Community presented them with a plaque honoring her life of service to the City and Community on behalf of the Mayor, City Council and the Citizens of Bamberg.

Tony Duncan informed Council that this year’s Spring Break Festival would be held on April 17th at 2:00 p.m. at the Primary School. He told Council that this year’s guest would be Police Chief Austin from the City of Columbia and he asked for their support and help from the Police Department in providing security. Council and Chief Morris gave their full support and offered to provide security.

Building Inspector Charles Kirkland reported to Council that several new homes are being built and that another apartment complex is about to be started. He explained that a lot is going on in Bamberg.

Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the minutes of the February 12,2001 meeting as received. Mrs. Wells made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Mr. Steadman made the motion to approve the minutes of the February 19,2001 meeting as received. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

During the discussion of the Budget and Finance Reports, Clerk Watson informed Council that the budget line items should be at 66% of budget at this time. He informed them that some line items have already exceeded their budgeted limits and that Council would need to amend the budget in order to continue spending for those line items. Clerk Watson was asked to explain some concerns of Mr. Sandifer. Mayor McCollum then asked each commissioner to discuss these problems with their heads of the departments and to be ready to address them at the next meeting. Mrs. Johnson then made the motion to approve the Budget and Finance Reports as presented. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Under Commission Reports.

Mr.Sandifer reported that the Bamberg City Economic Development Commission had met today and that some good things were about to happen for Bamberg. He explained that Danny Black and Walt Inabinet of the Tri-County Alliance had been present to give some very good updates. 

Mr. Sandifer reported that the soccer program is underway with 250  kids participating and that the new handicapped accessible restrooms at the Ness Complex would be ready tomorrow. Mr. Sandifer thanked Council for advancing monies so the restrooms could be completed.

Mrs. Johnson reported to Council that she had attended the Governor’s Rural Summit on March 5th and 6th. She told Council the meetings were very educational and informative.

Mrs. Wells reported that the Sanitation workers had been busy as usual. She informed Council that Mrs. Nicki Brooker had been named as the new director for the Chamber of Commerce. Mrs. Wells told Council that Business After Hours would be held this month and that the Chamber has planned a golf tournament at Paw Paw Country Club in April.

Mr. Steadman informed Council that Southland Sanitation had left a mess on his street when they picked up the bagged yard debis. Mayor McCollum asked Clerk Watson to notify them about this problem.

Mr. Sandifer and Clerk Watson informed Council that they had attended a meeting today at the Fire Academy to learn about  100 million dollars in grants that would be made available to fire departments throughout the nation. They explained that these grants will require a 10% match and will be administered by the Federal Emergency Agency. Council was interested in possibly pursuing these grants.

Under Old Business.

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 01-01 regulating parking on Main Street. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 01-02 amending Section 7-5-2 of the Wrecker Service Ordinance. Mrs. Wells made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

After Clerk Watson had reported some changes and some advice given by Attorney Mike Malone, Mr. Walker made the motion to approve the New Personnel Policy Manual for the City of Bamberg. Mrs. Johnson made the second. The motion carried.

Under New Business.

After some discussion of the problem with advertisements and newspapers being thrown on the ground throughout the neighborhoods, Council asked Clerk Watson to contact other municipalities to see how they are addressing this problem.

Mr. Walker made the motion to reappoint Mrs. Jackie Smith to the Zoning Board of Appeals for another four year term. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Mrs. Johnson made the motion to reappoint Marion Dwight, IV to the Board of Adjustment and Appeals for another four year term. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Mr. Sandifer made the motion  to reappoint Delores Bunch, John Bamberg and Stephanie Mitchell to the Rehabilitation 504 Grievance Committee for another four year term. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Mayor McCollum appointed Mr. Steadman, Mrs. Johnson and Mr. Sandifer to serve on the 2001-2002 Budget Committee. Mayor McCollum asked Mr. Steadman to serve as Chairman. Mr. Steadman accepted.

Mr. Sandifer made the motion to approve Resolutions 2001-3, 2001-4, and 2001-5 as amended to allow the SCDOT to pave roads S-656, S-693 and S-655 and to bring them into the State Highway System. Mr. Walker made the necessary second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Mayor McCollum presented Council with four letters which he had written to Mr. Gene Cooner of the SC Highway Department asking him to bring Creekside Drive into the State Highway System.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that the Festival Committee is meeting again tonight to discuss plans for a festival in Bamberg. He explained they are considering a theme centered around antiques. After some discussion, Mr. Walker made the motion to support such a festival for Bamberg. Mr. Steadman made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

After some discussion of DHEC’s requirment for Midland Environmental Consultants to place monitoring wells on the City property on New Bridge Street where the highway Patrol Office is located, Mr. Steadman made the motion to approve a right of entry agreement with Midland Environmental Consultants with the stipulation that the City would not be responsible for any future cost associated with the agreement. Mrs. Johnson made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

Mayor McCollum informed Council that the Tams would be performing at the July 4th Celebration with Sid Gatis providing the sound system for $2,000.00. He explained that there would be a fireworks display, non profit venders selling food and that Thunder Ridge would be the lead on group performing before the Tams.

During the Announcements.

Mr. Steadman made the motion to discuss a request from Trinity United Methodist Church to hold another flea market fund raiser on the railroad bed. Mrs. Johnson made second. All agreed. The motion carried.

After some discussion, Mr. Walker made the motion to approve letting the Methodist Church have another flea market fund raiser on the railroad bed property. Mrs. Wells made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

During questions from the press and audience.

Mr. Henry Maynard asked for Council’s support in the form of $250.00 for this year’s National Sports Program which starts in June. Mayor McCollum asked that this be put on the agenda for the next meeting.

Mr. Bob McCully asked about the 504 Grievance Committee. He advised Council to consider implementing a contingency fund for matching grants and to have guidelines for road paving by developers and to develop a clear understanding as to who is responsible for the moving of utilities once a road is being put into the state system.

With no further business, Mrs. Johnson made the motion to adjourn. Mr. Walker made the second. All agreed. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
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